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VDC forecasts 70 percent CAGR for Computer-on-Modules
with COM Express™ Type 1 connector

Market share of nanoETXexpress Computer-on-Modules rises sharply

VDC Forecast on COM Express™ Type 1 Shipments in US$ Million

(Source: www.vdcresearch.com)
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nanoETXexpress Computer-on-Modules are gaining momentum @ kontron

Eching, Germany, March 03, 2009 — According to latest reports from the renowned market research
company, VDC, COM Express™ Computer-on-Modules with the COM Express™ Type 1 connector

will attain an annual growth of 70 percent and secure a market share of 21 percent in 2010. This
confirms the high market acceptance of the nanoETXexpress credit card sized small form factor that

was initiated by Kontron and is the most prominent representative of this connector type.

“We are seeing a high demand for small form factors. This is being driven by applications which are
making use of smaller COMs based on low power architectures such as the Intel® Atom™
processors”, explains Eric Heikkila, Director Embedded Hardware & Systems at VDC. “In this regard,
VDC recommends monitoring the development of smaller COM Express™ footprints.”
nanoETXexpress is the only credit card sized Computer-on-Module specification with the COM
Express™ Type 1 compatible connector.

COM Express™ Type 1 and 2 will gain a market share of 93 percent according to VDC, making them
the de facto standard within the COM Express™ specification. Kontron is one of the leading forces in
this market and, with its product range of nanoET Xexpress, microETXexpress® (COM Express™

- more -


http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/
http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/nanoetxexpress/
http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/microetxexpress/
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Type 2 compatible) and COM Express™ modules, meets the most important market requirements as

recognised by VDC.

In the area of Computer-on-Modules, VDC recommends investing mainly in COM Express™, as COM
Express™ has the technically most mature Computer-on-Modules architecture and offers the highest
performance. The fact that investments, for example in Qseven, are not so secure and perhaps could
even be made in vain, is reflected, amongst other things, in current developments at the MXM-Special

Interest Group.

"The MXM Connector, which Qseven uses and is mainly used in the area of graphics, is now — on the
publication of MXM 3.0 specification - out of date because it is not mechanically compatible with the
connector used with the new MXM 3.0 Type A or B modules. There is therefore technically and
economically no reason to leave the extremely safe harbor of COM Express™," says Dirk Finstel,
CTO of Kontron.

More information about COM Express™:

http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/

More information about nanoETXexpress:

http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/nanoetxexpress/

More information about microETXexpress®:

http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/microetxexpress/

HitH

About Kontron

Kontron designs and manufactures embedded and communications standards-based, rugged COTS and custom solutions for
OEMs, systems integrators, and application providers in a variety of markets. Kontron engineering and manufacturing facilities,
located throughout Europe, North America, and Asia-Pacific, work together with streamlined global sales and support services
to help customers reduce their time-to-market and gain a competitive advantage. Kontron’s diverse product portfolio includes:
boards & mezzanines, Computer-on-Modules, HMIs & displays, systems & platforms, and rugged & custom capabilities.
Kontron is a Premier member of the Intel® Embedded and Communications Alliance and has been a VDC Platinum Vendor for
Embedded Computer Boards 5 years running. Kontron is listed on the German TecDAX stock exchange under the symbol
"KBC". For more information, please visit: http://www.kontron.com



http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/
http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/nanoetxexpress/
http://www.kontron.com/products/computeronmodules/com+express/microetxexpress/
http://www.kontron.com/
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All rights reserved.

Kontron is a trademark or registered trademark of Kontron AG.

DIMM-PC®, PISA®, ETX®, ETXexpress®, microETXexpress®, X-board®, DIMM-I0® and DIMM-BUS® are trademarks or
registered trademarks of Kontron Embedded Modules GmbH.

Intel and Intel Atom are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the US and other countries.

PICMG and COM Express are trademarks of the PCI Industrial Computers Manufacturers Group.

All other brand or product names are trademarks or registered trademarks or copyrights by their respective owners and are

recognized.

All data is for information purposes only and not guaranteed for legal purposes. Subject to change without notice. Information in

this press release has been carefully checked and is believed to be accurate; however, no responsibility is assumed for

inaccuracies.
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